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' RIGHTS: "AND IM MUN [TIES 


ME THE 


ISLAND OF GUERNSEY, 
5 as 


Moſt humbly ſubmitted to the 


| CONSIDERATION o OF GOVERNMENT 

5 5 IN A 

8 P E E 0 * 
or ONE oy THE 


MAGISTRATES of I ISLAND 
to the OE ny COURT there. 


SHEWING, 


The RUIN and DISTRESS the SusysrsIon of | 
their PRIVILEOESs brings on that I8LanD ; the 


Prejudice it is of to GREAT BrrTain H; and the 
Advantages that reſult therefrom to FRANCE. 


Wen 


n eee 
Printed in the Year M.DCC.LXXI. 
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N order to vriderſtarid rightly t the fol- 
1 lowing Diſcourſe, it may not be im- 
proper to give ſome account of the Iſland 
of Guernſey, its government; and the 


particular circumſtances which Se ent 
Wen c 


© Guernſey is a parcel of the Duchy of 
Normandy, and conſequently a remain of 
the ancient patrimonial inheritance of our 
moſt gracious Sovereign from his royal 
progenitor William the Conqueror. 
Thence the inhabitants of that and the ad- 
jacent iſlands have not only to boaſt that 
they are the moſt ancient of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, but that they are on the fide of 
the conquerors and not of the conquered. 
From thoſe circumſtances thoſe iſlands had 
not alone preſerved their original govern- 
ment and immunities, but having been 
_ early admitted by charters to all the rights 
of the Engliſh nation, they had hitherto 
continued undiſturbed in the — of 
thoſe anale ner 5 
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PREFACE 


ai regard to their goverhment, chat of 
Faaker is adminiſtered by the Governor 
and the Royal Court, except on emergent 
occaſions, when the States are convened for 
their advice, and for the raiſing of money 


Which they have the ſole right of ber 5 
They are compoſed of, 


1. The Bailiff 12 Jurats of the Roy, 14 
Court, and the King's Procureur, 
2. The rectors of pariſhes, whereof . 
- four pariſhes have but two rectors, J 
3. The repteſentatives of the pa-! 
tiſhes, being 2 Conſtables, and 12 
duzeniers to each, except the Town“ 
and Vale pariſhes, which have the 8 52 


former 20, and the latter 16 du- PT 
Lenken, | 4 : ; | E = 13 . TH: has Al my : 


uy 


Members confining whe States 174 
— 

The: Bailif ies ik is in 
Iy the king, by patent under the great 
ſeal, during pleaſure. The Jurats, tho 
formerly choſen by the people for life, 
are now choſen by the States alſo for 
life. Theſe conſtitute, ſeparated from the 
States, the Royal Court of Guernſey, 
and to them : er; "ROY A moſt ſolemn 


Cath, 


- 


% 


P. R E. . A 0. ks K 


oath, is committed the ſacred truſt of pro- 
tecting and, preſerving its inhabitants in 
their religious and civil rights, making po- 
| litical ordinances, adminiſtering of juſtice, 


and paſſing judgment in * Siminel and 
. en 


＋ TA! * 4 13 


„ —_ 
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Abe n n 8 8 e Pro rocureu r. bi 8 
| by the king by warrant, officiates much 
in the ſame manner as the Attorneys | 

- General in England, and enters actions 

ex officio, in matters where the king or the 
5 police are concerned. There is alſo a 

Controler or deer 1 bis 
: . no vote in the os.” - qaioelh 

The e . are vo og Fes 

| Juzeniers, who are for life, are choſen hy 
their own, pariſhioners bearing taxes; and 

beſides their right of ſitting and voting in 
the aſſembly of the States, form, under 
the name of the Aſſembly of the Duzen, in 
which one of the conſtables preſides, the 
common- council of each pariſh, aſſeſſing 
taxes, and exerciſing many other function, 
within their ee Pariunud 


* a 


_ The governor, P to pi oi the military 
be * - Mg 89. 
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government of the iſland” is committed, 


has a deliberative ' voice in the States, bat 


has no vote; and the Royal Court having 
fixed a Day for the meeting of the States, 


22 are convened by writs n the Bailiff,” Y 


4 42 J x 28 f 
. m— 8 „ 


* . 


Under this government thoſe people, 
having no immediate dependance but from 
their Sovereign, who is the ſource of their 
legiſlation, had for ages lived happy, N 
loyal, and faithful. But here is the ground 
of their preſent grievances: In the year 
1767, after the redemption of the rights 1 in' 
te Ifle of Mann, by Government, for 


the placing of Cuſtoin-houſe' officers : 
therein, it was determined not to redeem. 


but to ſuppreſs the rights and immunities 


of Guernſey and Jerſey, for a like eſtabliſh. 


ment of Cuſtom-hou 


| lands.” The States of Guernſey there- 
upon taking the alarm, ſent over a deputy : 
and the matter being heard before the 
right hohourable the Lords of the Privy 
Council, was over- ruled. In conſequence, 
a ſcbeme for Cuſtomhouſe officers, - with 


extenſive powers and regulations, was ap- 


proved of at the Treaſury, and directed by 
un e of Sue of « the 17th of Fe- 


a „ oh bruary, 


uſe officers in thoſe 


* 
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& and CN On receipt = that or- 
der, and the arrival of the officers at 


Guernſey, the Royal Court ſuſpending 
the carrying it into execution, the States 


ſent over another deputy, WhO had with 


him their original charters under the great 
ſeal, ſuch as they were granted. with the 
8 aſſent and authority of Parliament. The 


former deputy, it appeared, had reſted the 


| cauſe not On the charters, but on. another | 
bafſs. © The ſecond deputy preſented in 
conſequence a petition of the ſaid States to 


the right honourable the Lords of the | 


Council, for another hearing ; but it Was 
diſmiſſed by an order of the gth of Ofto- 
ber, 1 7675 for reaſon expreſſed therein, 
that the States of that iſland had already | 
been heard, (meaning the hearing of the 


17th" of February, 1767, in which the 
charters were not uſed) and the Bailiff and 
Jurats of the Royal Court were thereby 
enjoined to carry the; whole into execution, 
as they would anſwer the contrary at their 


peril. This order Was tranſmitted to 


Suernfey, and after ſtrong debates among 
the Magiſtrates i in the Royal Court, whe- 


Ws they could, eee with their 
oath, 


5 * * A cs 


kk 


oath, carry into execution regulations la 
. evidently deſtructive and ſubverſive of the 
| fights and liberties of the iſland, the ma- 
Jority finally determined for complyings, 
as a motive to future redreſs, and in that 


| view made a reſerye i in their 94, in \ the Nan 


ture of a melt, 3 : 
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Some time after, one James Major pre- 


A ſented a 2 memorial to the right. honourable | 
the Lords of the Treaſury, the contents 
| of which has not tranſpired; in conſe- 
| . 5 of which, he was by an order of 


ouncil of the 16th of December, 1768, 
(obtained e ex parte ) appointed to the com- 


mand of a cutter to act in Guernſey, with 


the like powers as had been granted to the 


officers in the order of the 17th of Fe- 


bruary 5 1767. But the Royal Court ſuſ⸗ 
pended the execution of this order, and 


took that occaſion to preſent their own 
humble petition thereupon to their Lord- 
ſhips, but it was diſregarded; for Major, it 

ſeems, having at the ſame time complained 


of the Court's delay, and falſely and mali- 
ciouſly repreſented that he had received 
unjuft and cruel treatment in the execution 
of his office, he Was, notwithſtanding the 

fallacy 


. : o 
FED! OY | 22 * 4 CE 5 
4 a * 8 "es : » 4 
| 7 


flallacy of this Sidi, alias o a cutter, 


appointed to the further command of a 
ſchooner of fourteen guns, four or five 


boats,” and” forty men armed ; and the 
Bajliff ant. Jurats were, by an order dated 
the 13th of March, 1769, peremptorily 
ordered to carry the former! into execution, 


and to ſwear him, Major, and his mates, 


as they would anſwer the contrary at their 


eril. This it was which gave occaſion to 


ths following Speech. The end propoſed 
by it was, by giving a juft idea of the na- 
thre, 1ſt, Of the native and charter rights 
of that iſland ; 2dly, Of the oath of its 
magiſtrates ; 1 79 3dly, Of the powers 
granted to Major, and other Cuſtom-houſe 
officers, t to convince the Court of the obli- 
gation they were under of making one ef- 


fort more, and not to temporize, as they 
had done on the former occaſion, in ſup- 
port of their rights and immunities, by ar an 


humble n to the throne. 


Such i the form of the government of 
Guernſey, and ſuch were the motives 


which occaſioned the annexed per- 


formance. The preſent intention in mak- 
ing it public, is a deſign to remove the 
e 
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ons! prejudice, that the privileges. 5 
thoſe iſlands are incompatible with the in- 


tereſt of Great-Britain ; it 1s with the hope, 
that the peruſal of theſe ſheets will be con- 
vincing of the advantages that. reſult to 
France from the depreſſion of the inhabi- 
tants of thoſe iſlands 7 it is with a view of 


firing the rights of a people, who at. all 4 


times have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 


their loyalty and attachment to the. Engliſh 


crown. This publication has indeed been 


put off above a year, in expectation that if 
the differences in England had ſubſided, it 
might have received a more candid recep- 


tion. But Roſcoff, and the other French 


ports in their nei ghbourhood, receiving 


daily new e of trade and wealth, 
to their manifeſt prejudice, as well as of 


f Great-Britain and Ireland, it has been | 
thought adyiſeable not to delay it "of 


lon ger. | 


2 © A SPBECK, 


vextiannk, 


IHE action now bee us is uf 
doubtedly of the utmoſt. importance 
not only to this iſland, but to our- 
ſelves as magiſtrates, and deſerving our moſt 
ſerious conſideration. It is thefefore our duty | 
to examine it well, and to weigh it with all its 


conſequences, before we take a reſolution. On 


the one hand, we have been ſcorn to keep, pre- 


ſerve, and maintain the people of this Ifle In 


their, rights, liberties, and privileges ; and on 


the other, we are enjoined by his Majeſty? s late 
orders in Council, to ſwear Major and his 


mates, ahd 1% admit thereby in this country a 


Hliem of Cuſtom-houſe officers, with extenſive 


powers, utterly unknown to our conſtitution, 


and altogether ſubver/ive of our moſt effential 


rights and immunities, pr fin 1 
Such is tho preſent dieult Meckel in 
which we find ourſelves ! Yet are we not, * 
Ty vithout . We, no doubt, owe all 
ie 0 obedience 
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* nce to His Majeſty ; cans. and thoſ: 


of 


| his moſt honourable Privy Council, and we are 


not to ſuſpend the effects of them without good | 
reaſonsz but, Gentlemen: his Majeſty is too 
goöd, too juſt; and too pious a Prince, and the 


Lords of Council too reaſonable; to require any 
thing from vs repugnant to our oath; or that 


could wound our confciences, and fill our minds 
with terrors : we therefore miſt be found juf- 
fifiable under the preſent circumſtances, in 


; making t to his Majeſty, previous to any other 


meaſute, an humble repreſentation upon the 


nature of our rights, liberties, and Privileges; 


on that of but oath ; and on that of the ex- 


traorditiary powers lately +ewd ro Major, 
and othet Cuſtom-houle Officers. . 


As to our rights, Wbertzes, atid nge 
you know, Gentlemen, they are of Two forts : 7 


Thoſe which have been tranſmitted to us by 
our anceſtors before the Conqueſt ; and tho 


which we enjoy in virtue of our charters, by 
the grace and favour of his Majefly's auguft 
progenitors, and their parliaments. The for- 


mer regard us as ancient ſubjes of Normandy, 


| NOR . 6 1 0h 


This diftin&ion of e is ſo * 


Ef 4 notorious, that Although we have _ 


under the ſame ſovereigns with ** 
"ſis 


8 EF. 


CCE 
of William and Mary that we took any ſharp 


in the Wars which England waged with its 
neighbours z/ and our regords, as well as thoſe 
of Jerley, furniſh many examples of French | 
veſſels, taken in time of par in our roads and 
ports by the Engliſh, being ordered to be rer 
{eaſed by the Engliſh government; andi it was 
not till the reign of Elizabeth that we mi 
ſeparated from the Diaceſe of Coutance, an 


. to that of Wiser, 


1 8 3 from theſe 1 
chat we made a diſtinct and ſeparate ſtate en 


England, though under the ſame ſovereign; 


and conſequent]y that we had laws, liberties, 
and privileges peculiar to, ourſelves as Notmap 
ſubjects. But it may be aſked, Did not this 
alteration'in our ſituation ſuperſede all diſtinc- 
tions between us and England ? To this Lan- 
ſwer, That our ſovereigns, as dukes of Nor- 
mandy, had a prerogative inherent in them- 
ſelves to make war or peace, or to annex any 
particular churches to any diogeſe they pleaſed, 
of which I could produce irreiragable proof ; 
| therefore the exertion of this prerogative was 
mo breach of SAY of our privileges ; z we have 
ever remained in the full poſſeſſion of them, 
and of our laws, liberties, and antient cuſtoms, 


and cas government has gad on its l 


* WG _ footing, 


4 


£33 


"4 footing, a and diſtinet from that * 
Fan KI 1 70 ar . £ 


| en not, e from this diſtinction, 
7 have, Pian to infer, that I mean to dif 
Chaim the authority of the Britiſh Parliament 
over theſe iſlands.” How far, or in what caſes 
n may extend to us, is a queſtion which I 
believe has never been canvaſſed. What we 
Know is, that no acts of parliament are at all 
conſidered or attended to in theſe iftands, al- 
though eſpecially named therein, unleſs they 
are tranſmitted to us with an order of Council, 
to give them weight and that even theſe acts 5 
ttheſe orders, reſpectable as they ate, have wb. 
force of law here, until! they bave been verified 
4 your Res Court, #9 regifered on our records. 


ö Such is, and ach bins been 1 e of our 
eonkthidton; a form, Gentlemen, well deſerv- T 
iyg our attention, as furniſhing a peremptory 
-proof, if not of our independence of the Britiſh 
legiſlature, of the Royal Courts making part of 
the legiſlature of this iſland, No privilege 1 in- 
deed could be more reaſonable. we derive 
it from our charters, or the government __ 
England D No we hold it from Normandy, | 


* and its antient government, ſuch as it has 


been maintained in · theſe iſlands until now. 


Tt 0 We: not * even in France, that country of 


t 3 3 


defporifin, che vis the parliaments of Nor- 
mandy, Britany, and others make of this right 
of verification and regiſteri ng ? Do they not 
uſe it to ſuſpend the effect of their king's 
; edicts, when injurious to their province, or 
_ contrary to their privileges, and as a ſure means 
ky be er in n their bai «end eee 3 


1 "= We bare 1 recent and friking inſtance of 
| this, in the parliament of Britany, whoſe mem. 
bers have ſuffered exile, and a thouſand other 
2 hardfhips, rather than verify and regiſter edicts 
ruinous to their province, and ſubyerſive of 
their privileges. Even the king's Procureur, 
Monſieur De Chalotais, whoſe name will be 
tranſmitted to poſterity with thoſe of the 
greateſt men, refuſed” to oive his concluſions 
upon thoſe edicts. Though a Crown-officer, 5 
he yet remained firm in not giving his ſanction 
to edicts which appeared to him equally illegal 
and pernicious z ves, ſooner than wound his 
conſcience, or concur in infringing the rights 
5 of a people, he ſubmitted to be degraded from 
- his office, and to endure the ſeverities of a 
| long and rigorous impriſonment. But how | 
_ pleaſing and flattering is the preſent ſcenel —\ 
Me ſee him, we ſee them all reinſtated + and 
: TE in "their feveral exployments ; and 


+ There was, ſack: an order, but it was ae in- 
CE by A inte of the J Puke d Aguillon. ho 


their 


„ N 


* 


1 3 


their king, by this ſignal a& of juſtice, bearing 
the moſt honourable teſtimony to the wg pl 


* e of their proceedings. 


Ly 18 * order to give 3 
| true notion of the nature of this valuable part 
of our ancient p privileges, and to juſtify our 
conduct, ſhould — — the deſign of ſo 1a- 
lutary an eſtabliſhment, as hat of verification 
and regiſtering. Certain it is, that this form of 
gur government is not the eſſect of chance, or 
of our invention: we ſee it blended with their 
 yſtem on the Continent; it is of the effence of 
gur conſtitytion ; and ſo cemented and linked 
Wich it, that you cannot abrogate the one, 
without deſtroying. the other. Tis by this 
alone that we make part of the legiſlature of 
this 3ſland, fince our concurrence is neceſſary 
to give force. and authority to his Majeſty's or- 
ders, or thoſe of the Lords of Council. *Tis 
by this alone, . that we can legally, in compli- 
pnce with our oath of office, keep and maintain 
the inhabitants af this idle in their rights, liber- 
ties, privileges, and ancient uſages. This it is 
that makes the excellence of our conſtitution, 
not obliging our Magiſtrates to take an oath, 
without preſerving to them the legal means of 
fulfilling and obſerving it : In a word, this is 
the palladium of our 1222 ſince it is (I 
ſpeak it in all ſubmiſſion and reſpect) the only 
| . FO and deſpotiſm, © 


I prog 


Fo ; [ 9 7 ; . Þ 

- Ul proceed how; Gentlemen, to 1 bf the 
fights, liberties, and privileges, grantetl to us 
by our charters. The oldeſt chit is preſerved 
entire under the great ſeal in bur retords, is, 
of Henry VI. and contains an Tnſpezirtits of 
the charters of Edward III. Richard II. and 
Henry TV. and V. and begins thus: Henty; 
<« by the grace of God, King of England, 
_ & France, and Lord of Ireland: To all thoſe 
«to whort theſe preſents all come, greeting: 
« We have ſech the letters patent of the Lord 
Richard, late King of England, the ſecond 
after the Conqueſt, "rnade in theſe words ; 
* Richard, by the grace of God, King of 
* England and France, and Lord of Treland; 
«'tq all thoſe to whom theſe letters r errre 
& ; 0 greeting, | 


k 


hit 5 yes that we, abe 1 oy 
t behaviour, 240 good Fidelity, which we tiave 
found from Gay t to day in our liege and faith- 
«yl nations and communities of our iſlands 
66 of Guerneſey, Jerleye, Serke, and mh? 
* " hvey mJ our heirs, (as far as in us ies) to 
ibe ſaid nations and communities, that they * 
and their heirs and ſuccellors, ſhall for ever 
© be freed and acquizzed in all our cities, bo- 1 
roughs, markets, and trading towns, fairs, 
« mart towns, and other places, and hatbours, 


«© 2w:tbin 


— — — ——ä 


& wvithis our e of n * all forts 


& of tolls, exactions, and cuſtoms, i in the Jame. ; 


4 manner as our faithful and liege are in our 
| te kingdom aforeſaid; ; provided, however, that 


& our ſaid nations and communities, and their 
4 heirs: aforeſaid, ſhall well and faithfully be 
ce have themſelves towards us, and our heirs 


_ ae for ever? 


We vote. 28 ſubjects, atid as 7 6% ji we 
2 previous to ſuch charters, the rights and 
liberties of  Nerman ſubjecis; and by theſe 
charters we are received and admitted to the 
immunities and privileges of the Engli if, which 
proves the diſtinction of privileges I have be- 
fore pointed at. But this will farther more fully 
appear by Queen Elizabeth's charter, which 
begins thus: Elizabeth, by the grace of 
God, Queen of England, F rance, and Ire- 
4 land, Defender of the Faith, „ 
. 'To all to 1 theſe bene ſhall come; 
« e greeting. Whereas our loving and faithful 


40 liege ſubjects, he Bailif and the Furats of our 


« iſland of Guernſey, and the other ſoujourners 
= \nt and inhabitants of the ſaid iſland, as well 


e as of our iſlands of Aureney, alias Alder- 


« neye, and Sark, within the Dutchy of Nor- 

"6 mandy, and their predeceſſors have, from | 

— < ime immemorial, * hat the 2 
3 
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* of man can reach) by virtue PF, ſeveral . 
Eos grants, confirmations, and moſt ample 
** proofs and certificates of our illuftrious pro- 
e fgenitors and predeceſſors, the Kings of England, 
and Dukes of Normandy, and others, have 
« uſed; enjoyed, and been in poſſeſſion of 
very many Tights, jurtſdiions, privileges, 
& 7mmunities, liberties and franchiſes, freely, 


« quietly, and without any infringement of the 
ſanne, as well within the kingdom of E ng- 


<& land, as elfewhere within our dominions, 
e and other places under our ſubjection, on 
this ſide of, or beyond the ſeas : By the aid 
& and benefit of which grants, the iſlands, 
« and the maritime places aforeſaid, have food 
< out loyally, and continued untlameably, as well 
in our as Our progenitors ſervice, and have 
*« enjoyed and gone on in their free com- 
* merce with merchants, both natives and 
aliens, as well in time of peace as in time of 
ar; and exerciſed and executed their du- 
t ties in giving their decrees, and taking 
* cognizance of all and every cauſe, quarrel, 
c action, both civil and criminal, and capital 
6 pleas; and the rights of juriſdiction they 
„were veſted with,, to take into their conſi- 
ee derat ion to decide, diſcuſ 8, hear, and deter- 
mine, proceed in the Prem: liſes, and keep 

— Þ A 
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S records of their proceedings, according to 
the laws and cuſtoms practiſed of old, and 
<« approved in the ſaid iſlands, and other mo | 
« aforeſaid.” 0 : 


3 =S 88 A cribed in his preamble, 
is conveyed and granted to theſe iſlands in 
the ſequel of this charter; and they are again 
confirmed in the ſubſequent charters of James I. 
Charles I. and Charles II. Now is not the 
neutrality therein aſſerted and acknowledged, 
in which France has heretofore acquieſced, 
and in conſequence thereof ſuffered in war our 
ſhips to enter free into her ports, a peremp- 
tory proof of our making a diſtin& people 
from England! Does it not account for what 
1 have obſerved before, that we took no ſhare 
in the wars England had with its neighbours, 
till the reign of William and Mary ? Is it not 
evident both from this, and our continuing, as 
| we had hitherto done, in the undiſputed poſ- 
ſeſſion of our liberties, laws, and uſages, that 
we are a diſtin government from that of 
England? Is it then ſurprizing, if among 
"theſe uſages, we have retained that eſſential 
and neceſſary barrier between us and arbi- 


trary power, the publication * regiſtering of 
_ orders.? 1 


* — 


The 


The truth is, that our charters are perhaps 
the only ones in the world of their Kind. 
Charters may be granted from a conqueror 
to his conquered ſubjects, or from any prince, 
for the end of encouraging the ſettling of co- 
lonies in new. diſcovered countries; of forming 
corporations of towns or companies, or for any 
particular purpoſes of trade; but our charters 
are granted us, not from our conquerors, but 
our own natural ſovereigns, and to admit us to 
the rights and immunities of their once ſubju- 
gated and conquered ſubjects the Engliſh. _ 


But, Gentlemen, I have this important 
obſervation to make on theſe charters, in caſe 
a conqueror's right to have done this mould 
be controverted, That they are confirined by 
the parliaments of England. That of Henry VI. 
has theſe words : © De aſſenſu Dominorum Spi- 
&* ritualium et Temporalium in parliamento noftra 
e apud Weſtmonſ. anno regni noſtri primo exiſten- 
ce tum,” And that of Queen Elizabeth con- 
cludes thus: © Per ipſam reginam, & de 4 
1 "| authoritate e 


By theſe later cherte our - rights, as an- 
tient Norman ſubjects, and as Engliſh ſub- 
jects, are then well eſtabliſhed. The former, 


as I have before obſerved, we have a natural 
: . e light 


EL I Þ 
right to; the latter, we owe to the grace and 
favour of our ſovereigns, and their parlia- 
ments. But it may be aſked, May not the 

king and the parliament revoke and alter their 
grants, or even deprive a people of their-an- 
tient and natural rights? I do not preſume to 
Jet bounds to his Majeſty's authority, or that 
of his parliament; but if the great God of 

Nature is himſelf circumſcribed by his own 
eternal juſtice, why ſhould not kings and par- 


Laments be ſo? 


I know it is a maxim in England, That 
the parliament can do and undo at pleaſure ; 
but, as I have juſt now obſerved, 1s not this 
power in the parliament. to be ſubſervient to its 
own juſtice? If they repeal an act or charter 
relative to the people of England, the act is 
valid, becauſe it is virtually the will of all 
the concerned. But is not our caſe very dif- 
ferent? Our ſovereigns, and their parliaments, 
have granted us rights and immunities; we 
have accepted of them; we are willing to enjoy 

them; we form a diſtinct government, and 
have no repreſentatives: ſhall we then, under 
theſe circumſtances, be ſtripped and deprived 
not only of them, but of our native and antient 
rights? Would not ſuch a proceeding be ar- 
birrary, be deſtructive of ch faith, and ren- 
der 


E 


* 


der all rights * charters illuſory and preca- 
rious d I hope, Gentlemen, for better things 
from the juſtice of our moſt gracious Sovereign, 
the Council, or his Parliament, and on that I 
found my propoſal of an humble petition to his 


Ko 


'In England, they look on their Magna Charta 
as ſacred and inviolable; but how much more 
ought our native rights and charters to be ſo ? 

The Engliſh, the moment they were conquered, 
| toft their liberties. It is true, Henry I. and 
Henry II. of their own free will, reſtored them 
by charter to ſome of the liberties they enjoyed 
under their Saxon princes. But was not Magna 
Charta extorted from king John? And what 
rights could they ground on a charter granted 
in this manner, by a weak and a bad prince, 
who alſo reſigned his kingdom to the Pope, 
and did homage for the une, if charters like 
ours; charters that have the like royal and 
parliamentary ſanctions ; charters that never 
were forfeited ; that have ſtood inviolate for ſo 
many ages, are at this time deemed baubles to 
be taken away and revocable at pleaſure? Yes, 
| what permanency, if ſuch a doctrine was ad- 
mitted, could the Engliſh nation have in ſuch 
their Magna Charta, or in their ſo much boaſted 
Bill of Rights ? | 
ay => But 


R 
_ * — tt „ B iti lies lated 
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But tlie Englith ate 166 Brave and too gene: 
rous a people to ſuffer ſervitude, and what they 
value in themſelves, they know how to eſteem 
in others. They call their Eiberties their Birth- 
right; with how much greater reaſon may we 
call our rights and immunities our Inheritance? 
Have we not acquired them by every title that 
gives property? By preſcription; having poſ- 
ſeſſed them for above Seven Hundred years: By 
ſucceſſion; having been uninterruptedly tranſ- 


mitted to us by our forefathers, thro” ſo many 
ages: And by conveyance, by our charters, ex- 
preſly granted to thoſe anceſtors for their loyal 


and courageous behaviour, and for the ſignal 
ſervices which they rendered the crown of Eng- 
land, at the expence of life and fortune. If 
theſe things do not conſtitute a right, I wiſn to 
know what does; and if they do, can we have 
a better ground for an humble application ta, 


the throne? 


Eet us 1 examine the na- 
ture of the oath we have taken as magiſtrates, 


and magiſtrates choſen for life, by the free 


choice of a free people, whoſe repreſentatives 
we are. The form of our oath is: © We 


*« ſwear and promiſe, that by. the truth and 


faith that we owe to God, and upon the 


« peril and damnation of our ſouls, and on 


the goſpel that we touch with our right 
hand, 


Ta. 
< hand, that we will be true and loyal ſubjects 
to the king, and maintain the confiitution of 

* this fle juſtly, and preſerve and keep, with 
<< 4 our power, the laws, liberties, cuStoms, 
cc and ancient uſages of right praiſed and ac- 
Bhs rn in this Ne” 1 | 


This oath and election of ee by 


the people are eſtabliſhed and ſanctified by 
the conſtitutions of king 7obn, previous to Magna 
Carta, and by the Precept of Aſi ze under 
Edward III. either of which may, with great 
propriety, be called our Magna Charta. Could 
any thing ſtronger be deviſed, as an inviolable 


fence to our laws, liberties, and privileges? 
In behalf of whom do we ſwear to keep and 


preſerve this iſland in its laws, liberties, and 


cuſtoms, if it is not of the people of this 


iſland? and if it is, who beſides can free us 


from the ſacred obligation it lays us under? 


| This is DRY Gentlemen, a very delicate 


Point, and touches our cenſciences nearly; 
for when we have ſworn to keep, preſerve, and 
maintain, with all our power, the conſtitution 
of this iſle, and its laws, liberties, and uſages, 
was it underſtood that we ſhould do it ſword 
in hand? God forbid. Our conſtitution is 
built upon more juſt and rational principles. 


4 
1 
b 
1 
N 

| 
I 
ö 


dable to the French trade in war, having fitted 


1 1 


We re the miniſters of peace, of fidelity, 4 


loyalty to our ſovereign, and meſne judges 
between the king and his ſubjects; and the 


ſame authority that has ſtampt theſe characters 
on our office, has alſo appointed thoſe neceſſary 


forms I have before mentioned, to give force 
and authority to any new law or regulation. 
I it was otherwiſe what a diſmal plight ſhould 
we be in? Any ambitious.man might furpriſe 
from his Majeſty,' or the Lords of Council, 


any deſtructive order. It might be ſent to a 


governor; and what ſecurity could we then 
have, I will not ſay for our privileges, but for 
our lives and fortunes? We then have an 
undoubted right to ſuſpend the effects of the 
preſent orders, and to make our humble re- 
nen 22 eu to his RT 


The next chin 81 N to examine, was 


the powers granted to Major and the other 


Cuſtom-houſe officers. They certainly are ſub- 
verſive of our conſtitution, repugnant to our 
charters and antient privileges, deſtructive to 


our trade and commerce, pregnant with ruin 


to this iſland, tending to make it deſolate, and 


. to raiſe to importance the ſmall French ports 


around us, and ultimately rather hurtful than 
of ſervice to the revenue. We were formi- 


out 


„ 
out in the laſt no leſs dum ſeventy privetinh 1 
projpett Ert us, hae defolation 0 us, and : 
POOR to our enemies. 5 


The 6 of hs aa of 8 16, 


3 1768, will ſerve as a clue to give us a juſt "108 | 
of this matter. It concludes thus: His Ma- 
jeſty, taking the ſame (a repreſentation of 


* the Lords Commiffioners of the Treaſurm 


and a memorial of James Major) into confi- 


<« deration, is pleaſed, with the advice of his 


* Privy Council ro approve thereof, and to 


& order, that the ſaid James Major, and three 


of his Mates or Boatmen be, and they are 


« hereby authoriſed to viſit ſhips or veſſels 
© within the harbours and ports of Guernſey, 


E Jerſey; and the adjacent iflands; and to 


* make ſeiſures of ſhips or goods ſubject to 
« forfeiture, and with the like powers as the 


Officers already eſtabliſhed in thoſe Iſlands 
are inveſted, as far as the ſame are conſiſtent 


©© with the conſtitution of the ſaid Mandi, and 


** the proviſions of any Britiſd Aft of Parliament 
7 zohich relates to them; and the Right Hon. 


* the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Trea- 
* fry are 10 cauſe ſuch directions to be given 
„herein, as to them may appertain: And 


5 * thy Governors or Commanders in Chief, 


D | _ *- ma, 


1 


8] 
es Bailiff and Jurats, and all others his Majeſ- 
*-ty's. Officers in the ſaid Iſlands, for the time 
being, and all others whom it may concern, 


<« are likewiſe to take notice, and ee : 
ce antes .. 


| We flattered ourſelves, 1 the limitation 
contained in that order, (as far as the ſame are 
conſiſtent with the conſtitution of the ſaid 
Iſland, and the proviſions of any Act of Par- 
liament which relate to them) gave us an 
opening for an humble petition to their Lord- 
mips, and we accordingly petitioned; but 
this petition has unhappily been unnoticed: 
And by the order of the 13th of March laſt, 
upon a memorial of the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, ſetting forth, that the Commiſſioners 
of. the Cuſtoms have informed them, that James 
Mair had received cruel and unjuſt treatment 
in the execution of his office, and that the 
Bailiff and Jurats of this Royal Court have 
| fclayed paying obedience. to the former order 
af the 16th of December; we are now pe- 
remptorily ordered and required to publiſh, 
_ regiſter, and carry the ſame into due and effec- | 
Tual execution, and alſo to adminiſter the oath 
of office; to the reſpective Officers therein- 
mentioned, as we will anſwwer the and at 
er geri. PTV 


N 


; | | : No 1 
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N ow, Gentlemen, I moſt humbly conceive, 
that thoſe new authorities in this Country 


granted to the Lords of the Treaſury, and- 


the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, are ſuch an 
innovation, as is deſtructive of our ancient con- 


ſtitution z they are, indeed, fo foreign to our 


Government, that it has provided no method 
whatever to eſtabliſh them; nor do we know 
any other Legiſlative than what flows immedi- 
ately from his Majeſty and Council; ſo that I 
deem it, in all ſubmiſſion, impoſſible for us, 
without ſubverting every thing we hold moft 
facred, to give force of law to any directions 
that may be ſent us by the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury, or to any warrants granted by the Com- 
ieee of the Cuſtoms. 


. I do indeed moſt 1 with, that v we 


could find out ſome expedient to reconcile 
theſe difficulties. But the motives by which 
we act will, IJ hope, be thought fo ſacred, as 
to free us from the imputation of obſtinacy. 
I then beg leave to proceed, by clearing up 
two. things in thoſe orders, that might other- 


wile be wrongly interpreted. Firſt; in reſpect 
to what is ſaid, that Major and his Mates , 
are authoriſed with the like powers as the Officers 


k ge efinblihed in theſe iſlands: Secondly, 
24 | "M$ | in 


e | 
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in that we are ordered and required to 15 
niſter the oath of office to thoſe reſpective Of- 
flicers, as we will anſwer the contrary at our 
peril. Might it not be inferred from this, that 
we have a fixed and conſtitutional ſyſtem of 
Ciuſtom- houſe Officers in theſe iſlands? Never- 
_ thelefs, have we ſo much as a form of oath or 
commiſſion for thoſe people ? The Commil- 
- fioners of the Cuſtoms have indeed remedied 
this defect; they have ſupplied their Officers 
with both;; they have preſcribed, and they _ 

4 expect we muſt obey. I indeed wiſh we could, 
As thoſe Gentlemen are very good worthy men, 
| and for whom J have the hi 1 eſteem. 


* 4 


But how <6 APY would ain be to our 
national conſtitution, and conſequently to our 
duty? Does not our Precept of Aſſiſe, our 
Magna Charta, preſcribe, that every Magi- 
ſtrate, every Governor, every Officer acting 
in this Iſland, fall, previous to their doing the 
. leaſt function in their office, fr exhibit their 
reſpective Commiſſions before the Bailiff and 
eee to be by them publiſhed, and regiſ- 
- teredy, and that ſuch Officers ſhall, ſecondly, 
be by them ſworn, that they will rightly and 
faithfully keep and maintain the inhabitants 
of this. Ifle in their Liberties, — and | 


* 


5-7 rats 
ancient Cuſtomy ? And hes. not this eſſential 
part of our conſtitution been ſo inviolably kept 


up, that there is not one inſtance 5 record, of b 
its wee nia Span: with N 


\ 8 1 . are ak 
great men, reſiding in England, take the oath 
before the Lords of Council; but then this 
Court has never publiſhed or regiſtered their 
patents, though under the Great Seal, before 
they had a certificate from their Lordſhips, 
atteſting that ſuch oath had been taken before 
them. If, then, this Court has ever with- 
held its concurrence from every act, every au- 
 thority, even from patents under the Great 
Seal, that did. not ſecure the Liberties and 
Privileges of this iſland z can we, conliſtently 
with our own oath; can we, without perjury, 
give our ſanction to warrants. from the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and the form of an 1 
oath We by them? And what oath ? 
what warrants? Warrants that in their very 
origin are incompatible with our conſtitution; 
and an oath that violates our fundamental 
laws, and makes it a duty in the Officers that 


take it, to deſpiſe and ſubvert our moſt ellen | 
tial Rights and immune i N 
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As to the Poets mentioned in thoſe" or⸗ 
ders, they refer to another order of Councii 

0 en 12, 1767. This order alone is the 
_ -origin and foundation of this eſtablifimerit of 
Cuſtom-houſe Officers. They are thereby 6 
be permitted fretly to go on board, and vifit all 
ſhips and veſſels, as well outward as inward- 
bound. They are to take account of their 
ladings ; they are to examine, if there be on 
board any ſhips. bound for Great Britain or 
 Heland, or any land, iſland, &c. belonging, 


or chat mall belong to his Majeſty, any Eaſt- 
- Iidia wrought filks, or other Eaſt - India 


___ avods, prohibited to be carried from theſe 


Hands to Great Britain or Ireland, in order 
that the' fame may be ſciſed by the ſaid Offi- 
cers. They are likewiſe to examine, if there 
be any wobl in any ſbips from Great-Britain or 


Treland bound to foreign parts; and to exa- 
mine, if there be on board any ſhips bound 


to theſe iſlands, any wool other than what is 
allowed by Parliament, or any enumerated | 
Flamation goods, or any goods of the produce 
or manufacture of the Eaſt-Indies, or other 
places beyond the Cape of Good-Hope, im- 
ported from any place but the Kingdom of 
Great -Britain, in order that the ſame may 


alſo be ſeiſed by the ſaid Officers. They are 
| likewiſe to examine, if there be any corn,. or 


B itil 
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Britiſh or Iriſb honda arriving ads G reat-Bri 

tain, for which tlie bounty has been, or is ts 

be paid; or any wine ar coals: on board ſu 

| ſhips which have been entered outwards from 
'  ____ Great-Britain, for the Britiſh plantations in 
America, in order that the fame ny =o it 

We by the fad Officers, d 0 en eee 

Zim They are to ſee n no Master or Ende of | 

ny ſhip or veſſel bound from theſe iſlands to 

any port or place in'Great-Britain or Ireland, 

z co proceed on his voyage before ſuch Maſ- 

ter, or Purſer, ſhall have entered into bond to 

his Majeſty, with one or more ſufficient ſure- 

ties, in the value of the goods, with condition 

to produce a certificate from the proper Of- 

ficer of the Cuſtoms of ſome port of Great- 

Britain and Ireland, that the ſaid goods were 

there duly landed; and if ſuch certificate be 

' . an 3 within ſix * the bond to de 

ere 


| 1 are likewiſe to ſee, r no Maſter or 
Purſer of any ſhip bound from theſe iflands, 
taking in any goods for foreign parts, ſhall 

proceed on his voyage before fuch Maſter; or 
other perſon, ſhall have made oath before the 
Bäailiff and one Jurat, in the preſence of the 
ns or other Officers acting 8 as ſuch, that 


ſuch 


\ 


-4 
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e ap and cargs is nar bins to Great. 


| ments _ Re rg or -ſouits b be 
imported to or from theſe lands, in caſks.lefs. 


than ſixty gallons, or in veſſels under fifty tons 


burtheo, upon pain of being forfeited. The 


Wilier, or any ather Officer, is to be preſans at 


_ the adminiſtering the oath, to the certificates 


Aireted to be granted by an Act of the third = 


year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, (it ſhould 


be the third of George the Firſt) wheteby 


goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of theſe Iſlands, are to paſs cuſtom- free; a 


_ ths ſaid Officer, fo preſent, is to be permitted and 
uuboriſed to afe proper queſtions of the perſons 
| $aking ſuch. cath, aud 10 atteſt the ee 


a by the amr eee 


Such then is the nature of thoſe powers 
to the Cuſtom-houſe Officers; fuch 

de nature gf aur oath. of office and ſuch the 
- nature af our native and charter rights. By 
comparing theſe together, we ſhall be enabled 


t A whether we can, conſiſtently with 
thoſe rights, conſiſtently. wh. our e give 
| 15 amaze 


| ape een to thoſe powers. 


n 


» 


amaze every * who unc any hits of 
the trade of this iſland, is to ſee ſo many frauds 
_ accumulated together, and placed to the ac- 


4B. 


count of this iſland, Is it not ſtrarge to 


| ſuppoſe,” that wool ſhould be brought to theſe 

iſlands from Great Britain or Ireland, bound 
to foreign parts? And if it was fo, Who com- 
mits the fraud but the ſhippers in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland? May not the fame be ſaid for 
enumerated plantation goods, or the articles 
of corn, Britiſh or Iriſh linnens, or wines, or 


coals; as have been entered outwards from 


Great Britain for the Britiſh plantations ? T 
could indeed affirm, that there is no ſuch 
traffic or pretended frauds carried on in this 
iſland in thoſe articles; but if there were, how 


are we culpabie 2: Reference is indeed had to 


acts of parliament to authorize theſe powers, 
but they are acts of parliament 7bat do net © 
regard us; acts of parliament that are no laws 
here. Thoſe acts are, in fact, merely confined 
to Great Britain and Ireland, or the planta- 
tions, to prevent the frauds in their orlgin; 


they oblige the ſhippers there to give bonds 


to return certificates, ſubjecting them to fines 
and penalties for different treſpaſſes. If any 
tranſgreſs, it is then at their peril. But what 
have we to do with it? Yet it ſeems we muſt 


loſe our privileges, becauſe there is a pgſſibi- 
$a EB 


b 


f 
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lity that ſuch traffic may be. carried. on Gm 5 
thoſe « countries. You this be juſtice Eres) 


As to any trade or traffic carcind on to 
Great Britain, or Ireland, with goods bought 
in theſe iſlands, Ican not find out neither, why 
we mult be puniſhed for the tranſgreſſion of 
others. If we have a native and legal right, 
and a right which I never heard denied in any 
country, to {ell our goods to ſuch purchaſers 
2s we like, mult we be anſwerable for any 11 

uſe that may be made of ſuch goods? Muſt 
the whole community be involved in any 
eriminal imputation that can be juſtly charged 
but upon a few, and moſt of thoſe not even 
of that community ? Such, in reality, are for 
the moſt, part the perſons who buy goods 
here to ſmuggle to England; but certainly 


no fraud is committed here by us, when we 


| fell our goods, Shall a cutler be debarred 
the liberty of ſelling a ſword or a dagger be- 
fore he knows what is to be done with them, | 
| becauſe they may be employed to bad pur- 
# poſes? This would be a terrible hardſhip in- 
deed. We mult grant that every illicit trade 
| js an evil to be checked, but the greater evil 


would be to 3 it by injuſtice to the inno- 


| Hut. 


L have 


TH 1d: 

I have already read the preamble of Queen 
Elizabeth's charter; but it was merely to 
give a general notion of the nature of our. 
privileges ; but here permit me to recite the 
5th article of that charter, in oppoſition to 
the powers granted the Cuſtom-houſe of- 
ficers, viz. * And whereas ſome other privi- 
e leges, juriſdictions, ' immunities, liberties, 
and franchiſes were graciouſly given, granted, 
* and confirmed from time immemorial, (as 
far as the memory of men can reach unto). 
« by our progenitors and predeceſſors, for- 
< merly kings of England, and dukes of Ner- 
e mandy, and others, to the ſaid iſlanders; have 
been uſed and obſerved confantly in the 


<« ſaid iſlands, and other maritime places; ane 


&* whereof is, that in time of war the merchants 
by: of all nations, whether aliens, born in or out 
< of the ſaid iſlands, both friends and enemies, 
& could and might freely, lawfully, without 


& danger or puniſhment, frequent the ſaid” 


= iſlands, and maritime places, with their 


6. ſhips, merchandizes, and goods, as well to 


„avoid ſtorms, as there to conclude or finiſh 
& their lawful buſineſs, come to, reſort unto, 
g to and fro, and frequent the ſame, and 
0 there exerciſe their free commerce, trade, and 
c zraffic, and afterwards ſecurely, and without 
« danger, remaih there, and depart away from 

Th” E 6 9 hence, 


F 
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« thence, and return into the ſame, when. | 
e they think fit, without any harm, moleſtation, | 


* or heſtility whatſoever in their goods, mer- 


ny chandiſes, cr perſons and this not only 
j 60 within the ſaid iſlands, and maritime places, 


** and all around the fame, but likewiſe a 


* ſuch ſpaces and diſtances from the iſlands as 


* the fight of man bes te, or the eye of man 
< reaches: We, ty viriue of cur royal authority, 
&« 40 for curſe! ves, our heirs, and ſucceſſors. re- 


t new, reiterate, confirm, and graciouſy grant 


* 


60 ibe ſame immunities, impunities, liberties, and 


=?  privi. ges juſt now mentioned to the ſaid bailiſi 
and jurats, merchants, and others, whether 


7 * they are in war or amity with us; and to 
* all others inhabitants, and aliens, and ſo- 
, journers aforeſaid in the ſaid iſland, in as 


** ample form and manner as heretofore they 


„have uſed and enjoyed the ſame. In order 
therefore to prevent any violation or infraction 
«© of this our grant. conceſſion, and confirma- 
tion, or any thing therein contained in any 


t manner Whatſoever, We declare and give 


this warning by theſe preſents to all our 


* officers and ſubjects, (which warning 'we 
* order to be pub! ſhed i in all paris of cur king- 


e John of England, and throughout all our realms 


* and d:minions under our 1 :ce, whereſo- 


* eycr they lic, or are Qruated) That +, any 


EE 
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4 one of our ſaid officers and ſubjects ſhall be | 


« ſo raſh as to preſume to tranſgreſs, or en- 
« deavour to tranſgreſs theſe our ſtrict orders 
« and commands, We order and decree, (as 


« far as in vs lies} that he ſhall be ſeverely 


+ puniſbed for his audacious contempt of our 
"Tl royal power, and diſobedience to our laws; 
* and ſhall be compelled to make a full reſti- 
* tution and ſatisfaction of all coſts, intereſts, 
te and damages, and proſecuted by all. gue 
40 e and forms of law for the ſame,” 


1 own the motives of. government for the 
preſent meaſures. are plauſible and popular; 


every ſcheme to prevent the ſmuggl ng of 


goods to England muſt always be ſo. But is 


there no other method to attain this end, | 


than by the overthrow of our conſtitution, 
and the ruin of our rights, liberties, and 
privileges? If it was fo, though I hope to 
prove the anfitne/s of theſe meaſures, natural 
juſtice muſt certainly ſuggeſt, that ſuch va- 
luable privileges ought to be redeemed and 


compenſated. It is what was done with re- 
ſpect to the Iſle of Mann and what was Get 


to the owners of the heretable Juris ons i 
Scotland, | 


3 3 
* BS 


. 
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Won, Gentlemen, the night in Mann were 
held by royal charter, confirmed by parlia- Pe: 
"nent ; and that iſland was acknowledged to 
be feudatory to the crown of England; and 
the juriſdictions in Scotland were heretable, 
independent of England. By this we may 
draw a juſt inference between thoſe rights and 
"our own; bur in my humble opinion, wwe 
exiſt with more dignity, and with much better 


3 


a 2 . - 
e. 5 * 


| We are ET of he antient Duchy « of Nor- = 
mandy; and Sir Edward Coke affirms, that | 
the poſſeſſion of theſe iſlands is a good ſeiſin 7 
to England for the whole dutchy. We then 0 
repreſent the whole dukedom ; and this right 
| has been preſerved to England by the virtue 
and valour of our anceſtors, of which our 
1 charters give a very full and ample teſtimony. 
Pranee had conquered that whole province; 
| © » eur anceſtors were naturally attached to it, 
from national affection, vicinity, affinity of 
1 language, motives of ſafety and intereſt ; yet 
| i they, our loyal and brave anceſtors, ſacrificed 
bh: every worldly conſideration, and expoſed them- 
| RE [hives to a thouſand perils and loſſes, rather 
| © than yield to a foreign dominion, or ſubmit 
= "Pu to any other than their legitimate and natural 
| lovereigns, 


© 0 ] 


m tho kings of England, yet Ack 
of Normandy. Such, then, is our relation to 
England, not as conquered or feudatory ſub- 
jects, but as ſubjects of the conqueror. 


If by the 9 of, time, 4 1 ex- 
tenſion of commerce, the rights and privileges 
of theſe iſlands ſhould now be thought, with 
or without reaſon, prejudicial to the revenues of 
England; it is our misfortune, but certainly 
no legal cauſe to authoriſe our being ſtripped 
of them, eſpecially having never exerciſed 
them beyond their juſt extent; and though 1 
have ſpoke of redemption and compenſation, 
I have done it merely to exemplify how dif- 
ferently we are treated, and to elucidate. the 


_ juſtice of the Britiſh government on other 


occaſions, which has ever held as an inviolable 
maxim, that every act that affects private 
property for public convenience, is to be 
preceded by ſatisfaction to the party affected 

thereby. The precedents I have cited prove 
it beyond a doubt. As to us, we make no 
part of the community of England. We 
therefore exiſt a people diſtinct from them; 
therefore are we not, I hope, to be ruined 
from the mere motive of advantaging their 
revenues; therefore, I hope, have we a right 
to claim the fanction of thoſe eternal princi- 


Snag | 
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pics of juftice,. by which ſmall ſtates and re- 
publics have for ages been preſerved in their 
independency; and by which Hanover, tho' 
under the ſame ſovereign, ſtill remains s inde- 
pendent of Creat B. tan. 


| [JOAN inconfiderate ion Engliſhmen 


may poſſibly laugh at our pretence of forming 
2 diſtinct government from Great Britain, 
But either we do, or we do not. If we do 


not, we mult be ſilent; but if we do, ſhall 


might overcome right? The queſtion is cer- 


tain 1 of ſo univerſal a concern (for what is 


our caſe to- day may be another's to- morrow) 
as to have deſerved inveſtigation. Though 


our ſovereign is king of Great Britain, and 


dhe inferior title is ſwallowed up in the no- 
bſer, why ſhould we be leſs his ducal ſubjects, 
or leſs entitled to the rights that qua'ity may 


convey? We have indeed great obligations 


to England; but would not the claims of 


gratitude be carried beyond their juſt bounds, 
if it was expected, that for a ſuppoſed or 


real pecuniary advantage to Great Britain, we 


ſhould give up our moſt ſacred rights, and 


rights upon which our very exiſtence as a 
wow Qepends ? ? 


I have 


1 

1 have no doubt, however, but to make it 
appear, that the ſcheme of Cuſtom-houſe of- 
ficers in theſe iſlands, though ruinous to us, 
will alſo ratber hurt than advantage the reve- 
nue. Let us then examine the fitneſs, 
rather the unfitneſs of thoſe meaſures to 4 
end propoſed. The intention of Government 
is to check and prevent the ſmuggling of 
goods to Great Britain and Ireland, and to 
advantage the revenue. The queſtion then 
is, Will the fixing Cuſtom-houſe officers in 
theſe iſlands anſwer thoſe purpoſes ? That the 
views of Government might be attained. by _ 
ſuch an eſtabliſhment, muſt be granted, was 
our ſituation ſimilar to that of the Iſle of 
Mann. The Iſle of Mann is ſituated bers, een 
the three kingdoms, and has no neighbouring 
ports wwhereto the ſmugglers could ht their 
trade. The redeeming the rights of that 
Hand, was then unqueſtionably of great ſer- 
vice in this reſpect; nevertheleſs it is amazing 
what prodigious quantities of goods have 
ſince that æra been ſmuggled to Ireland from 
the Iſle of Rhs, and ports of France, and to 
Scotland from Gottenberg and Holland; ſo 
difficult it is, where duties are high, to curb 
and check that illicit FDI 2 0 ben 
e ee 


— " 


F gs 


„„ 
As to us, we can now ſpeak from experience. 
It is now or eighteen months ſince the 
order of Council of the 13th of February, 
1767, was carried into execution: and what 
has been the conſequence? The neighbouring 
port of Roſcoſt, an unknown, an unfrequented 
port, the reſort only of a few fiſhermen, wall 
ariſen upon our ruin, and now raiſes its head; 
ſo that from ſmall hovels, it has now, in this 
ſhort time, ſundry good houſes, and large 
warehouſes, occupied by Engliſh, Scotch, Iriſh, - 
and Guernſey merchants. Theſe, on the one 
hand, give every incitement to the Engliſh | 
and Iriſh ſmugglers to reſort there; and on 
the other hand, the French government, ever 
attefftive to catch at every national advantage, = 
gives every encouragement to thoſe mer- 
chants. CESS 3 1 5 


\ 


| But for this I "IN not deſire to be believed 

on my bare word. Here is, Gentlemen, copy 
F a {etter that has been ſent me from France, 
and which I believe few of you have ſeen. It 
1s from the Chancellor of the Exchequer at 
Paris (Intendant des Finances) to the Intendant 

of the Generalty of Breſt, in anſwer to one be 
latter had wrote him. It is dated at Paris the 
5th of March, 1769, and is as follows: © I 
cannot expreſs ta you, Sir, how much your 
ſetter 


1 

* letter of laſt month has given me pleaſure, 
* and I cannot but praiſe infinitely the patriotic 
c zeal that has determined you to write it me. 
*I occupy myſelf without intermiſſion about 
«the important object (the making Roſcoff a 
free port) that you treat therein. There are 
ſome difficulties in regard to the preſerving 
the rights of the farm, and the conſumption 
of the brandies of our wines, which we mit 
& favour preferably; there will alſo reſult a 
pretty ſenſible expence for the' eſtabliſhing 
of a Bureau d Entrepot in the port 3 but the 
object appears to me ſo intereſting for the 
population of the province, and the export of 
„ the produce of this' kingdom, as well as of our 
© lands(Weſt India iſlands), that I ſhall uſe 
* every means in my power to remove all 
ce difficulties. I write thereupon in that mo- 
< tive, on the one hand, to the Intendant of 
your province (Britany), to deſire him to 
„ procure to theſe new inhabitants every poſ- 
« fible conveniency; and on the other, to the 
deputies of Commerce, to have their opinion 


e upon the means of procuring to the port 


of Roſcoff the advantage of the Entrepoſt. 
Mean time, until the deciſion of the queſ- 
tion, you | cannot too much encourage this 
new citabliſhment, and I will not fail to 

F 4 epreſent 


> -36. 1 
s repreſent your zeal in the beſt manner i in my ; 
power. I am very truly, Sc. c.“ 
There are ſome expreſſions in that letter 
which may want explanation. That the French 
miniſters look the eſtabliſhment at Roſ- 
coff as an important object, and to be encou- 
raged, needs no illuſtration, other than that if 
it is ſo to France, the reverſe muſt become 
an important object to England, and deſerving 
A particular enquiry. The ſubject is indeed 
_ exceedingly. intereſting, and of national con- 
Kquence z/it is not only a poſitive but a ne- 
gative national advantage to France, and pro- 
portionably prejudicial to Great Britain. 
have before obſerved, and we all know that 
it is ſo, that we had above ſeventy privateers 
in the late war ; but if we continue bereaved 


of our rights, it is eaſy to judge, from our . 


already preſent diſtreſs and depopulation, that 
deprived of men and money, inſtead of our 
Pouring aut fleets of privateers againſt the 
. French trade, Roſcoff, that yet inſignificant 
yo * ee vg ___ Tos with * 


| The French dere el ſee this double 

advantage ariſing from our depreſſion. They 
hate us, and are well informed that in war 
FEE | We 


191. 


we are a conſtant thorn in their ſide, and the 
principal check to their coaſting trade. No 
wonder, then, they are ſo warm and zealous 
for this eſtabliſhment, The difficulties men- 
tioned in that letter, about the preference to 
be given to their own brandies, muſt be in- 
terpreted to have reference to 8 paniſh bran- 
dies. If Roſcoff was made a free port, or port 
#entrepit, all ſpirits from any country would 
then be admitted there“; and tis this that the 
miniſter has there in contemplation. But then, 
adds he, „ the object appears to me ſo intereſting 
for the population of the province, and the 
c export of the produce of this kingdom, as well 
* a5 of our iſlands, &c.“ Can theſe things 
be intereſting objects to a French miniſtry, 
and not be ſo to an Engliſn government? 
Can we then be blamed, if we apply to get 
reſcinded, regulations that (even ſetting aſide 
our rights) avowedly 1 tend to the populating 
an extenſive province of France, and to the 
"OA theſe iſlands abject and deſolate 5 


I am well aware e of the 1 han. may | 
be made us, That the more we magnify the 


advantages that ariſe to Roſcoff, by ſhifting 
the trade there from theſe iſlands, the. higher 


idea it muſt give in England of the extenſive» 


, sui Brandies are ſince freely admitted into Roſcoff. 
- nels 


* 
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neſs of that illicit branch here, previous to the 


late regulations. I ſhould be ſorry to deceive 
at any time, but truth ſhould ever be ſacred in 
the mouth of magiſtrates. T he fact is, that the 
"Imugeling that was carried on from this iſland, 
compared to what i is carried on from Dun- 
Kirk, is very inconſiderable. But if ſo i incon- 
Fderable, how then ſhall we account for the 
Ged. up advantages ariling to Roſcoff, from 
the tranſition of that trade from us to them ? 
1 gan give good reaſons for this. You all 


know, that far from having any illicit trade 
carried on here in the article of wool, we 


do not 'fo, much as import two-thirds of the 


2000 tods yearly allowed us from England; 
tte fav gglers. brought none here, but they 
carry a great deal to Roſcoff from Ireland 
and England. Add, then, to the encourage- 
ment of the export of the produce of France, 
and of its colonies, mentioned in the French 
| miniſter's letter, the advantages reſulting from 
the wool branch, and by their late regulations 
ro their * Newfoundland fiſheries, and you will 
[ eafily comprehend why the eſtabliſhment at 
Roſcoff is an important and intereſting objec 
for tie population of the Province. + 3 


5 * 
1 
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The Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, you 
ſee, judged then very right, in ſuppoſing that 
wool is carried from Great Britain and Ireland 
to foreign parts. But is it not equally evi- 


dent, that as none was ever brought this way, 
that the preſent eſtabliſhment, far from check - : 
; ing, encourages that pernicious trade? 1 
moreover affirm to you, that I have been 
aſſured by a merchant of credit and reputa- 
tion now in London, who paſſed through 
France in his way from Spain or Italy, that he 
was told by a French carrier, that he. had 
alone this year got 30l. Herling for the carriage 
of guineas from Roſcoff to Paris, Need theſe 
| things better proof, than the zeal ſhewn by 
the French miniſtry, and their government, | 
to promote that new ſettlement ? You have 
heard their Chancellor's letter; and I can fur- 
ther atteſt from good authority, that the Duke 
de Duras, governor of Britany, has lately con- 
deſcended to confer with ſome of the Roſcoff 
merchants ; and I have it from one of them, 
that he perſonally recommended to the In- 
tendant of that province, and added, Sir, 
* you not only will vave my protecſion, but that 


* 


. 
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4 In former times, when any meaſures were to 


be taken by Government relative to theſe 
iſlands, royal Commiſſioners were ſent here, 
Who conferred with the Court about their 
expediency, or conſiſtency with our privileges. 
It is much to be lamented that it is not ſo; 


now, as we ſhould then have had fair oppor- 


t of the king, and on any occafto; 117 von may write 
* bo me at Peri. 4; | 


tunities of explaining theſe matters, and ſetting 


them i in a Proper light. James Major 1 
not in that caſe have impoſed on Government. : 
1 That the officers, and the regulations eſtab- 

liſhed by the order of the 13th of February, 


"4 1767, though equally exceptionable and ſub- 


— 


verſive of our rights, were alone ſufficient, and 


better adapted to anſwer the ends propoſed, 


1 1 not only will maintain but prove, if required. 


The addition of Major and his men, and 


which expoſes the nation to about 2000l. 


yearly expence, is then an egregious ſurprize 
on Government, and an additional vexation | 
i to the people of this iſland. 


See the French King' $ edi at the end of the fs; | 
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T "additional expence does not, I own, 
regard us; but does it not behove us to un- 
deceive their Lordſhips ? The complaints that 
Major has made of cruel and unjuſt treatment 
received here, in the execution of his office, 

certainly touches us, as it was undoubtedly 
meant as a reflection on our juſtice. But how 
can he have received ſuch treatment in the 
execution of his office four or five months 
ago, not being then nor even yet in office? Ne- 
vertheleſs this is made one of the motives of 
the order of the 13th of March laſt.— A very 
humiliating circumſtance indeed, for a juriſ- 


diftion to be thus impeached ng cenſured 
unheard ! 


11 is really with concern J mention it, that 
things have not been ordered with that atten- 
tion to our dignity that we had a right to 
expect, and his Majeſty's ſervice requires. 
The farther we are from the ſource of power 
and honour, the greater is the neceſſity of 
ſtrengthening our hands by ſome degree of 
conſideration. To us, by our conſtitution, 
is committed, under his Majeſty's authority, 
the executive and political g governance of this 
iſland, and we paſs judgment in all cauſes 
civil and criminal; fo that if once we are funk 
in the opinion of our inhabitants, we may bid 

| G adieu 


* 
. 


142 J 


ROY to all ſubordination, and make way for © 
confuſion and anarchy. To ſee ſo mean, ſo 


_ obſcure and wrongheaded a fellow as Major, 
Who never had a command, have under him 
| a ſchooner of fourteen guns, a cutter with 
four guns, four or five boats, and forty men 


armed, with very extenſive powers, muſt not 


only be very alarming to the people of this 
Iſland, but degrade all authority in the eyes of 
our common people. 1 5 


But what muſt place u us in a very contemp- 


tible light, is to ſee a ſett of pitiful Cuſtom- F 
houſe officers, with 401, or 601. yearly falary, 


ſer as a check over us and the governor. By 


the Act of the 3d of George I. certificates 
are to be given for goods of the produce or 


manufacture of theſe iſlands by the Governors, 
and oath. made before the Royal Court, The 


15 Governors and this Court had diſcharged 


this truſt with the greateſt care and delity 5 


but by the regulations and powers of the 13th 
of F ebruary, 1767, the Regiſter, or other 
proper officer, is to atteſt the Governor's cer- 


tificate, and be preſent at adminiſtering the 


oath, and permitted and authoriſed to aſt proper 
queſtions of the perions taking ſuch oath, 


Theſe 


„ 
Theſe things muſt certainly reflect not only 
on our ſtation, but our perſonal dignity. We 
are born gent)emen, and of antient and even 
noble Norman families. Some of us can trace 
a regular deſcent from magiſtrates of above 
five hundred years. Some of them are in old 


dieeds ſtiled Noble, and in others Honourable : 


the ſeals attached to thoſe deeds have the arms 
of the family with ſupporters, and every en- 
ſign of nobility. Others among us, who have 
not chanced to preſerve ſuch tellimonials, can 
trace as remote, and, I dare ſay, as honourable 
an anceſtry. I mention this not from vanity, 
but that our perſonal dignity, properly repre- 
ſented, might not leſſen with their Lordſhips 
that of our ſtation. The act I have juſt men- 
tioned does ſo much honour to our anceſtors, 
that I beg your leave to read it. Act the 
3d of George I. © And whereas the inhabi- 
« tants of the iſlands of Jerſey, Guernſey, 
« Serk, and Alderney, have always been per- 
emitted and allowed to import into England 
& goods, wares, and merchandizes of the 
<& growth, produce, or manufactures of thoſe 
< reſpective ifles, upon certificates from the 
t reſpective governor, - lieutenant, or deputy go- 
cc vernor, commanders in chief for the time 
<« being, and oaths before the magiſtrates of the 
8 * fad iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey reſpec. 
(72 — - 
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« tively, "that the ſame were of the growth, 
"i produce, or manufactures of the ſaid iſlands, 


* or either of them, without paying any 


* cuſtoms, ſubſidies, or duties for or in re- 
 « ſpelt thereof: And whereas ſome doubt hath 
_ * of lateariſen, whether, according to ſome late 


{© laws now in force, this importation may be 


still continued: Now for removing the ſaid 


doubt, and encouraging the faid inhabitants 
&* to continue that ſteady and firm loyalty and 


© fidelity to the crown of Great Britain, which 
they have formerly and conſtantly ſhown 70 
tbe crown of England, and for their better 


* ſupport, be it declared and enacted, &c.” 


This Act leads me alſo to mention again 
our charters, granted with the aſſent and aut ho- 


rity of Parliament. I know not whether that 


circumſtance has been attended to by their 


Lordſhips, or whether it will be eſteemed ma- 
terial. J can only ſay, that the Council has 
always been very zender in ſuch matters. This 
will appear by an order of Council I have here, 


viz. At the court at Hampton-Court the 


« 1ſt day of July, 1731, upon reading this 
day at the Board a report from the right 


« honourable the Lords of the Committee for 


e the affairs of Guernſey and Jerſey, dated 
«6 * the 16th. of laſt month, in the words fol- 


lowing ; 


4a) 


$6 Mine „ viz. Vour Majeſty having been 
<< pleaſed, by your order in Council of the 


«6 gth. of July, 17 30, £0 refer unto this Com- 


< mittee the humble petition of the States of 


your Majeſty's iſland of Guernſey, ſetting 
e forth, that by an act paſſed in the ſecond 
« year of your Majeſty's reign, it is enacted, 
that ſome former acts made concerning the 


00 railing ſixpence per month from all ſeamens | 


« wages, towards the ſupport . of. Greenwich 
„ Hoſpital, ſhould be extended to the ſhips 


and veſſels belonging to any of the ſubjects 
| « of che ſaid iſland of Guernſey, and that the 


4 ſaid duty ſhould be collected and levied in 


e that iſland : That apprehending the col- 


6 « leting and. levying the ſaid duty within the 
„ ſaid iſland is contrary to the charters and pri- 


6 vileges granted 10 the inhabitants by your 5 
Majeſty's royal progenitors; they therefore 


** humbly prayed; that they might be heard 
<< i maintenance of the'r privileges, and that 
your Majeſty will be pleaſed to grant them 
your royal protection, and ſuch relief in the 
% premiſes, as to your Majeſty ſhall ſeem 


meet: The Lords of the Committee, in 


d obedience to your Majeſty's ſaid order of 
reference this day, took the ſaid petition 
into conſideration, and were attended by 
8 Coundel for the Scates of the ſaid iſland of 


= « Guernſey, 


* 
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15 "MY as alſo for the receivers of the 
ſaid duty. But it appearing on the face of 
the ſaid petition, to be a complaint againſt 
& an att of parliament, their Lordſhips did not 
think proper to hear the Counſel on the 


«merits of the ſaid petition, Being of opinion + 


«© that the ſame was not cognizable before your 
* Majeſty in countil ; and therefore hu mbly 
* report to your Majeſty, that the ind peti- © 
| tion ard to be rejected. Ny e | 


| Moreatr, Sennen BY Lords of. the 
Committee of Council, on a diſpute between 
our Town and Country pariſhes, about the - 
manner of rating and levying the public 
taxes, and a demand of the Town pariſh to 
give them twelve additional votes in the States, 
(neither of which were ever brought to a de- 
ciſion) gave alſo the followin g report, dated at 
the Council-Chamber, Whitehall, the 26th 
of April, 1759. Their Lordſhips, upon 
< conſideration thereof, are hereby pleaſed to 
order, that it be referred to his Majeſty's 
Attorney and Solicitor General, 10 conſider 
ee whether bis Majeſty, by virtue of his prero- 
es gative, bas power to alter the number of the 
< conſtituent members of the aſſembly of the 
States, and the proportion in which the ſe- 
* yeral pariſhes of the iſland are repreſented,” 
2 f ; In 


tl 


In Queen Elizabeth's time likewiſe, on a 
yery ſolemn occaſion, (the approving by her 
Majeſty and Council the books of our laws 
compiled; by the Governor and the Royal 
Court) their Lordſhips expreſs. themſelves in 
this manner: The Lords of the Queen's 
* moſt honourable Privy Council, after having 
< ſeen, heared, and conſidered the contents of 
* this book, ſigned by Sir Thomas Leighton, 
„Captain and Governor of the iſland of 
% Guernſey, and by the baillif and jurats of 

[the ſaid iſle, have ratified and aproved, 
* and do ratifie and aprove the laws and 
** cuſtoms therein contained, to be practiced 
ee and obſerved in the ſaid iſle of Guernſey, - 
* ſaving always to her Majeſty, and her heirs 
< and ſucceſſors, the power to add thereto, 
e and correct the ſame, according to her 
< pleaſure ;. and alſo all prerogatives, proffits, 
„rights, and preheminances belonging to her 
“ ſaid Majeſty, her keirs and ſucceſſors, witb. 
e out prejudice nevertheleſs to the antient and 
e juſt priviledges granted heretofore to the in- 
t habitants of the ſaid iſle. Done in her 
<« Majeſty's Privy-Council, the 27th day * 
October, 1583.“ 


Theſe things, Gentlemen, I have thought 
myſelf obliged to * before you, for your 
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r os, and 1 truſt they will | 


have fome weight with you. I would not 


thereby be thought an advocate for ſmug- 
gling. That to defraud the king of his duties 
is a crime that ought to be checked, and laid 
under penalties, I readily admit; but where 
is it a crime, and where are the penalties to 
be laid? Undoubtedly where the crime is com- 
mitted ; where the legiſlature has a right to 
make the law, and inflict the penalties. But 
upon what grounds do we ſee ourſelves here 
implicated in ſuch tranſgreſſions, and the ſe- 
vereſt of penalties impoſed on us, by the pri- 
vation of our ſacred rights and immunities? 
becauſe, forſooth, we fell goods to ſmug- 
glers ? Have we a right to do. it, or have we 
not? The legiſlature of Great Britain, who 
made the law,. limited both the bounds of its 
extent and its penalties, and neither of them 
reach here. The Lords of the Treaſury in- 
deed (I ſpeak it in all humility and re- 
verence) have ſtretched out their arm beyond 
that, and have exerted their immediate in- 
fluence to bring on us thoſe ſeverities, 


1 have fad it before, and I repeat it again, 
that the motives for ſuch meaſures may be 
plauſible and popular, but eſtabliſh no right, 
If there are mutual rights between the prince 


and 


. 149 7] 
. and his people, they no doubt are to be held 
 dacred. Upon theſe principles I would ſubmit 
it to the conſideration of the Lords of the 
Treaſury themſelves, Whether they have a 
right to get extended to us acts of parliament, 
which: the Parliament itſelf either thought it 
Had no right, or did got' think proper to ex- 
tend to us. In the two inſtances I have men- 
tioned. the Parliament has ſhewn' the greateſt 
F delicacy and tenderneſs to the rights of the 
_ iſte of Mann, and of the heretahle juriſdic- 
tions in Scotland; and can we, as I have ob- 
ſerved ꝓefore, expect leſs juſtice from his 
Majeſty and his Council, upon à proper re- 
 peſentatian * ? Why indeed ſhould arbitrary 
ohe taken with us more than with 
Others? It is then theſe courſes I oppoſe; it 
is our rights 1 defend. I pay no regard to 
ſmugglers; 1 do what the duke of Athol has 
done before me, and was found, juſtifiable in - 
doing. If the rights in Mann were veſted 
in himſelf, are not che rights of Guernſey 
veſted in the Bailiff and Jurats, and its other 
inhabitants? If he was to ſuffer in his reve- 
nues, do not our public revenues ſuffer a 
conſiderable diminution by the preſent ſyſtem? 
Does it not greatly - 1 the property of 
many individuals? Does it not diminiſn or 
even w 8 que Wo" aur moſt unexcep- 
Hf tionable 


„„ 
2 tionable branches of trade? and does it not 
er ee eee frag? | 


Bu: a reflection! in all this he ereus 
er Great Britain will not be the leaſt bene 
r The trade will be ſhifted to Roſcoff ; 

nay it is already there. They riſe upon * 
ruin ; they lay the foundation to our over. 
throw. Their miniſters ſee it, they are pleaſed 
With the Proſpect, and purſue it by every 
encouragement; rheir careſſes to the Roſcoff 
merchants, their late edicts, the preſent proſ- 
perity of that port prove it irrefragably. And 
mall we, Gentlemen, without one effort more, 
concut in meaſures jo deſtructive to us, and 
ſd beneficial to our inveterate enemies? Surely | 
"the King's miniſters will open their eyes; 
ſurely” they will inveſtigate, they will deign 
to citeumvent à French miniſtry; they will 
attend to the rights of a people; they will re- 
 gard their proſperity, their ſafety, their con- 
itant loyalty, their paſt ſervices, and their _ 


attachment to the ons crown. 
9 1 qt? 8 "Pq 


| You all TN mY ata delt and 
loyalty to his Majeſty, and my affection and 
firm attachment to his royal perſon, family, 5 
and government. If then I am againſt carry- 
| vg theſe orders into execution, it is becauſe 


ö [ have 


{ 


3 


ED ” 
Lk .. 
have taken an bath; it is becàuſe I am one 


of the conſtitutional guardians of the rights 
and liberties of this iſland; it is from motives 
of duty. If our conſtitution is to be broke, 
and our rights annihilated; the Royal Court 
mould be firſt diſſolved; and the magiſtrates 
_ Uiſcharged from their oath. The conſtitution 
being new. framed; and a new. oath, admini-, 
ſtered, the new magiſtrates might then, with 
a ſafe conſcience, act up thereto; But while 
ls am bound by the oath of office. Lhave taken, 
= no perils. ſhall eyer be prevalent; to induce 
me to break it. If then I diſobey, it is from 
motives of conſcience; it is with that religious 5 
awe and reverence that formerly animated, the 
three Hebrews in Babylon. My opinion then 
is; neither to publiſh or regiſter thoſe orders, 
nor to ſwear the officers, but to make an hum- 


ble repreſentation to his Majeſty on the dif- 
ferent 2 1 have "ens, 


1 


1 IE determination of the Court (being the 
Bailiff and ten Jurats preſent) was, by the caſt- 

ing vote only, for carrying the orders into 

1 execution, 


ene 
extcotion, with a reſerve in their act, im the 
nature of a proteſt, as on the firſt orders. The 
Court was however unanimous, that thoſe 
orders are ſubverſive of the privileges and 
conſtitution of this iſtand. But ſome thouglit 
this was an improper time for a petition to 
bis Majeſty. They were apprehenſive that an 
humble application en che preſent criſis, tho“ 
juft, might be interpreted as an intention to 
join in the preſent commotions. Such a ſtep, 19 
they feared,” would impeach that unſhaken 
fidelity, and affectionate attachment to his 

Majeſty and government, that have always 
made the characteriſtic of the inhabitants of 
this iſland.” Every one would have been ready 
to jom in theſe ſentiments ; but by fatal ex- 

perience it has been found, that the States, or 
the Court, have never yielded up any thing, 
in hopes of future redreſs, that has ever been 
reſcinded. The whole Court are then ani- 
mated with the ſame loyal and reſpectful 
ſentiments to his Majeſty and government. 
The motive for this publication is then in 
hopes that ſome worthy members of Govern- 
ment will read this, and get this matter in- 
veſtigated, that we che Rand or fall by the 

merits of our cauſe, | | 
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7 HOEVER has been at the trou ble of 
peruſing the foregoing Diſcourſe, muſt 
be convinced of the eagorneſs with which the 
French ſeize all occaſions to profit from the 
errors of our Government, to the improving 


and extending of their own trade. It is indeed 
worthy obſervation, that no ſooner were the 


Officers of theCuſtoms fixed and eſtabliſhed | in 
Guernſey and Jerſey, than the queſtion about 
making Roſcoff a free port, or port d entrepoſt, 
was diſcuſſed in the French councils, and as 


readily agreed to. This appears from the date 


of the eſtabliſhment of thoſe Officers in thoſe 

iſlands, the dates of the Intendant des Finan- 

ces the Sieur Trudaine's letter, and the King's 
edict, No. II. the officers having been eſtab- 
liſhed there in the year 1768; the Intendant's 
letter being of the ↄth of March 1769; and the 
King's edict of the 3d of September following. 
This meaſure was indeed conſidered in Franee 


of too great a national importance to eſcape the 
patriotic zeal of their miniſtry. Roſcoff is now, 


vi 


and has been ever ſince the forementioned 


edict a port Fentrepsft. The advantages reſult- 
1 ing 
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ing to France thereby, are, it is hoped, fully 8 
ſet forth in the preceding Diſcourſe; but as a 


year has elapſed ſmee it was delivered, a re- ; | | 


cital of the following facts may not be deemed 
improper in this place: 1ſt, That very large 
quantities of French rums and Spaniſh brandies 
have within that ſpace of time been imported 
to Roſcoff, by the merchants of that port; 
which rums are diſtilled at Martinico and Gua- 
daloupe, from large ſtills erected and left there 
by the Engliſh. 2dly, That not only the 
foregoing articles, but teas, &c. have been 
bought up at Roſcoff by the Iriſh and Engliſh, 
ſmugglers, and paid for in woo! and money 
from Ireland, and new guineas from the Weſt 


5 of England thereby draining thoſe coun- 


tries of ſpecie, the effects of which are 
avowedly felt by the merchants in thoſe part 
the merchants at Roſcoff inſiſting on wool or 
money for the goods they ſell ; whereas, when 
the imugglers came to thoſe iſlands, they paid 


wmoſily in bills, or if in money it was returned 


to England, and not, as in the preſent eaſe, 
ſent to the Mint at Paris. gdly, That the 


ready vent found at Roſcoff for ſuch large 
quantities of French rums having, from the 
beſt accounts we have, anſwered in its conſe- 
gquences the moſt ſanguine views of the French 
- miniſtry in the King's edict of the 3d of Sep- 

: amber. 1769 ; z not _ the F rench iſlands 
. have 
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have received the greateſt benefit by the barter 
of rum for dry cod-fiſh carried there in large 


cargoes, but the Newfoundland ſhips at Gran- 
_ Valle and St. Malo have anüderabiy encreaſed. 


Dip the chief motive of this Appendix being 
to point out another great advantage given 
the French, in preference to Guernſey, in the 
article of wines, we beg leave to proceed to that 


55 object. It is well known that all F rench 


wines, for the London and other Britiſh mar- 
kets, are lodged at Bologne near the Downs, 
by and for account of che Britiſh merchants : 
The importance of that branch to the French, 
and particularly to Bologne, is amazing. In 
the firſt place, thoſe wines being carried to 
that port from Bordeaux, and the Mediterra- 
nean ports, in French veſſels, which carry back 
the produce and manufactures of Picardy, 
Normandy, &c. it encourages a conſiderable 
coaſting-trade and navigation. 2dly, Thoſe 
wines being kept at Bologne three or four 
years, till fit for uſe, they occupy large vaults 
and cellars at conſiderable rents, and occaſion _ 
other great expences, to the advantage of the 


French coopers, draymen, labourers, &c. 


3dly, The frequent voyages of the Bologne 
traders to London, occaſioning the ſmuggling 
of large quantities of Burgundy and Cham 


| Paigne1 in bottles, as $ wel as of much lace, lawn, 
| cambrick, 


3 


— 
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cambrick, and other fine goods, the ſhops and 


French merchants receive great advantages 
thereby. Now as the vaults and cellars at 
Guernſey are as good as at Bologne, there is 


0 other reaſon for giving this preference to a 
French port, but that it lays ſomething more 


- convenient to the London merchants. But 


ſurely ſo rrifling an object ought to ſubſide, 2 
when brovght i in competition with the more 


configerable one of advantaging the trade of 


ſubjects, and diftreſſmg that of our natural 


enemies. And what enemies? Enemies, who 


from their ſituation, ſimilar to that of Dun+ 


: kirk, in war are ever at hand with their pri- 


vateers to diſtreſs the trade of thoſe very mer- 
chants who enrich them in time of peace. An 
act of parliament, ordering all French wines, 
or all wines in general, (except Madeira wines) 
to be imported into Great Britain direct) from 
the port of their firſt uſual ſhipping, ot the 
ilands of Guernſey and Jerley, would ſoon 
throw this valuable branch into our hands, 8 


ebeck the French coaſting- trade, ſuppreſs one 
ſpecies of ſmuggling, and ruin Bologne. It is 


certain, the French would not ſcruple ſuch a 
ſtep in the like circumſtances. We have ſeen 
their meaſures in regard to Roſcoff, and we have 
another admirable inſtance of their induſtry 
and fagacity for the adyancement of rheir trade, 


| in an incident that — in the year 


* 


1765. 


(ſo called) ſhipped yearly from Bordeaux to 
Ireland. In thoſe clarets it is uſual at Bor- 
deaux to mix nearly one-fourth of Spaniſh 


wines, The wines will not do for the Triſh 
market without this mixture. The parliament 
of Bordeaux, nevertheleſs, thinking ſuch prac- 


tice leſſened in proportion the exports of their 


own wines, prohibited thoſe mixtures under 
ſevere penalties. - The conſequence was, that. 


both clarets and Spaniſh wines were brought 
to this iſland (Guernſey); ; the mixture Was 


performed here, and we profited thereby above 15 
3000. But after this experiment, the parlia- 
ment of Bordeaux ſeeing. their cellars and 


warehouſes empty, and their people unem- 
ployed, prudently rectified their error the very 
next year. It is however to be remarked, that 


they were not ſerupulous in nengeing the 


Spaniſh intereſt to their own; and is, it is 
conceived, what all wiſe nations ſhould and 
ought to do. It is therefore hoped, that upon 
this principle the preſent ſtate of this iſland 


may deſerve ſome inveſtigation and attention, 
both in refpect to n and the wines 1 


6 ins 
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1965. FT 15 are about 8000 tons of claret : 
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The rat of March, 1968: 


Eurab from the Regiſter of the Council of State, 


1 * having been repreſented to the King, being in his 
council, that nothing could prove more advanta- 


geous to the French i land and colonies, and at the 


fame time tend more to the encouraging the fiber ies 
of diy cod-fiſh on the coaſt of Newfoundland, than 
to grant to the merchants that would carry ſuch cod: 
A directly to the ſaid French iſſes and colontes, the 
_ conveniency and permiſſion | of depoſiting, duty free, 
or by entrepo/?, in the ports of this kingdom, the rums 
which they may barter for or purchaſe with the pro- 
duce of ſuch cad. d in the faid iſlands : And his 
Majey being deſirous at all times to give ſigna] 
marks of the protection which he is ever ready to 
grant to objects ſo intereſting, hearing the report of 
the Sieur De Laverdy, counſellor in ordinary, and in 
the council royal, comptroller-general of the Fi- 
nances: The King, being in his council, has ordered, 
and now. orders, That all mafters of French ſhips = > 
veſſels, who from the coaſts of Newfoundland, St. 
Peter, and Miquelon, ſhall carry to the ſaid i/les and 
French colonies dry cod-fiſb of their own fiſhing, or 
who ſhall carry from France to the ſaid iſlands entire 
cargoes of dry cod-fiſh of the French fiſhery, ſhall be 
permitted to load ſuch rums in the ſaid ifles and co- 
lonies, and bring and depoſit the ſame by entrepaſt in 
the ports of this kingdom, having the privilege of trad- 
ing to the colonies; which rums ſhall be exported 
to foreign markets within the year of their landing 
in the faid privileged ports, free from all duties, ex- 

lent the demeſne Weſtern duty. And the maſters of 


N 
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ſaid iſles or French colonies any ſmall ventures of 


packages of ſuch cod-fiſb, ſhall alfo have the liberty 


of employing the produce 'thereof in the ſaid iſlands 
and colonies in the' purchaſe of rums, and depoſiting 
the ſame in ſuch privileged ports; which rum they 
mall export to foreign markets within a year of their 
depoſit in the ports of their diſcharge; - And ſuch 
maſters ſhall be obliged to prove and verify the ex- 
portation of ſuch rums, within the year, upon ran f 
contiſcationy and of five hundred livres penalty. 


Done in the King's Council of State held at Ver- 


ſailles, his Majeſty nn ara preſent, TOY of A 
"00. 

36 | Signed, e OE 

by | Cnolsnvr Doe, DE Pa nou. 
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No. II. 
The 3d of September; 7769. 
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7 Exital from the Regiſter of the Council of ' State, 
—_ King having ordered the decree given in 


his Council the 1405 of Marth, 1168; to be laid 


before him, by which his Maje/ly has permitted the 


depoſiting, duty free, or by entrepo/?, in the ports of 


' this kingdom, that have the privilege of trading to the 
French iſlands and colonies of America, fach rums 
| as are the produce and returns of dry cod-fiſh, fiſhed 


by the ſubjects, and carried to the ſaid iſlands and 
' colonies, on condition of exporting from the ſaid pri- 


5 vileged ports the ſaid rums to foreign parts, within a 
on from the day of their landing, on pain of confiſca- 
tion, and five hundred livres fine: And his Majeffy 


being informed, that notwithſtanding the port of Roſ- | 


c is not one of the ports privileged to trade to the ſaid 
| colonies, 


s 


mie, wh from the ports of France ſhall carry to the 


[1 
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© - Colonies, that it nevertheleſs may have n 


for vending for foreign markets ſome of the ſaid rums, 
in conſideration. of which it might be expedient to 
permit the depoſiting therein, duty free, or by entrepo/t, 


ſuch rumt as may be brought thither from the ports 


that trade to the ſaid iſlands : His Majeſty, willing to 
provide thereto, and ſeeing the memorial of the Far- 


mers General, and the opinion of the Intendant and 
Commiſſary of the province of Britany, as well as that 


of the Deputy of Commerce ; hearing alſo the report of 
the Sieur Maynon 4 Invan, Chancellor in ordinary, and 
| Comptroller General of the Council Royal of Fi- 


nances, the King being in his council. has ordered, 


and does hereby order, That all rums brought. from 
ftme French iſlands and colonies of America, in return 
for cod. b, fiſhed by the ſubjects in the ports licenſed 
to trade to the ſaid iſlands, be permitted to be carried 
rom the ſaid ports to that of Raſcoſ, where they ſhall 


continue to enjoy the privilzge of the entrepaſt for one 
year, reckoning from the day of their firſt landing by 


entrepaſt; within which ſaid gear they muſt be exported 


to foreign parts on pain of confiſcation, and five hun- 
dred livres fine, and on condition of obſerving all the 
formalities preſcribed by letters patent of the month 
of April, 1717, and other r regulations Sopceming the 
 entrepofts. 
Done in the King's Council of State held at ar: 
Hailles the 3d of . 1769, his + Miajely . 
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